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News Papers-ISL-Sports The Indian Super League kick-started here on the eve of the football season
and the city brims with positive anticipation. Here are some of the new programmes in town. The

Indian Super League begins here on the eve of the football season Leading a year-long sporting vigil,
the city is feeling more than a little excited about the impending Indian Super League (ISL) kick-off.

In all probability, the league will not satisfy hardcore fans as it won't be competitive, but the
production will be showy and there will be plenty of action. That's because the ISL is hoping to
become the first big-screen sporting event to bring in a sense of the glamour of sport to the

mainstream. And it's watching and waiting to see if it will work. The city of 25 million people has
been transformed into a sports mecca. Since the World Cup, cricket has simply moved on, but the

sports media here have been focussed on football. This ISL is expected to be bigger and better than
its English counterpart - the Premiership. The onus is on ISL to bring the fans in. Anand Mahindra's
outfit will have to develop the media buzz around the league or it will be another round where the
commercial money is more important than the game. For a city that doesn't have a global sports
brand, the ISL is India's answer to the famous Asian Football Confederation (AFC) events. And like
the AFC, the ISL will probably also have more than one team in a city. Besides big names such as

Manchester City and
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